
Abstract: The Bohemian Forest (Šumava/Böhmerwald) has long been represented
through recurring narratives of loss and disappearance. Drawing on ethnographic
fieldwork and historical sources, this presentation explores how these narratives
materialise in the landscapes of Bučina (Buchwald) and Knížecí Pláně (Fürstenhut), two
abandoned settlements. It examines how more-than-human agency – including that of
ruins, memorials, and vegetation – interacts with commemorative practices and tourism
in shaping remembering and forgetting. Spanning the nineteenth century to the
present, the histories examined encompass environmental transformations associated
with forestry and nature conservation, the forced displacement of German-speaking
inhabitants after the Second World War, and subsequent village demolitions along the
Iron Curtain. These histories form overlapping layers that accumulate, interact, and
reinforce or complicate one another. Meanings of loss and gain are therefore negotiated
through the interplay of memory, materiality, and visions of nature.

Layers of Loss: Narratives, Materiality, and
Memory in the Bohemian Forest

SEMINÁŘ ETNOLOGICKÉHO 
ÚSTAVU AV ČR

SEMINAR OF THE INSTITUTE OF
ETHNOLOGY THE CAS 

DISCUSSANT: KAROLINA ĆWIEK-ROGALSKA 
(INSTITUTE OF SLAVIC STUDIES, POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES)

ANNA KOLÁŘOVÁ

PONDĚLÍ / MONDAY  
2.11. 2026, 14:00 CET 

ZASEDACÍ MÍSTNOST
ETNOLOGICKÉHO ÚSTAVU
IE CAS CONFERENCE ROOM

NA FLORENCI 3, PRAHA 1 
5. PATRO / 5TH FLOOR 

ONLINE LINK MS TEAMS: 
ZDE/HERE 

http://www.eu.avcr.cz/cs/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWVhMGNiNTktMjg1NC00NmE0LThlYTEtN2E5Zjg1MjgxOTIz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d718faa7-0b2d-4625-b4a1-90d20df71a1b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d1732b65-87fe-480c-933e-11ea682962eb%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWVhMGNiNTktMjg1NC00NmE0LThlYTEtN2E5Zjg1MjgxOTIz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d718faa7-0b2d-4625-b4a1-90d20df71a1b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d1732b65-87fe-480c-933e-11ea682962eb%22%7d

	Layers of Loss: Narratives, Materiality, and Memory in the Bohemian Forest
	ANNA KOLÁŘOVÁ
	DISCUSSANT: KAROLINA ĆWIEK-ROGALSKA
	(INSTITUTE OF SLAVIC STUDIES, POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES)
	ZASEDACÍ MÍSTNOST ETNOLOGICKÉHO ÚSTAVU
	ZDE/HERE





