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Ethnographic dreams have long 
been envisaged as the prerogative 
of Euro-American (and chiefly 
Anglophone) anthropologists, but 
what happens when their research 
partners unleash a world of reverse 
ethnographic dreaming? Growing 
numbers of visionary scholars 
among the Nuosu, a Tibeto- 
Burman group of Southwest China, 
allow their dream-wishes and 
reverse ethnographic dreams to 
sow the seeds for new ways of 
imagining indigeneity. Many Nuosu 
scholars promote their visions by 
pointing to what lies mysteriously 
behind them––including the 
protection they receive from 
guardian spirits encountered in 
dreams, the waking world, and the 
stories of others. In this talk, I offer 
new ethnography on how Nuosu 
scholars, their Anglophone 
anthropologists, and the world of 
anthropology itself are shaped ‘in 
reverse’ by guardian spirits and all 
manner of dreams. 
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