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THE FIRE WILL NEVER CEASE:
DEFIANT ECOLOGIES IN SOUTH LEBANON

ABSTRACT: SCORCHED EARTH, BLACKENED SKIES, POISONED WATERS
AND FIRES EVERYWHERE. THIS TALK SHARES URGENT TRUTHS FROM THE
GROUNDS OF RESISTANT BEING AMIDST CEASELESS WARS IN SOUTH
LEBANON. HERE, ROOTED COMMUNITIES DEFIANTLY CONFRONT SEASONAL
MILITARY ASSAULTS BY IMPERIAL AND SETTLER-COLONIAL WAR-
MACHINES AS THE INTENTIONAL DESTRUCTION OF LIFE. WAR IS LIVED
ACROSS DECADES AS REPEATED ENVIRONMENTAL DEVASTATION UPON
THE LAND, ITS DWELLERS AND KEEPERS, WHO TOGETHER CONFRONT
METHODICAL ANNIHILATION AND ENDURING OCCUPATION THROUGH
DEFIANT ACTS OF RETURN AND REPAIR. SPEAKING FROM THE SHATTERED
GROUNDS OF THE PRESENT AMIDST THE IMMEDIACY OF ONGOING WARS
AND OCCUPATION AND SO-CALLED CEASEFIRES, THIS TALK BRINGS TO
LIGHT THE MULTI-SPECIES ECOLOGIES THAT RESIST AND SURVIVE
ENDLESS SEASONS OF SCORCHED-EARTH DEVASTATION IN SOUTH
LEBANON.

MUNIRA KHAYYAT IS A WRITER AND ANTHROPOLOGIST WHOSE WORK
FOCUSES ON LIFE IN WAR, INTIMATE GENEALOGIES OF EMPIRE, AND
THEORY FROM THE SOUTH. HER FIRST BOOK, A LANDSCAPE OF WAR:
ECOLOGIES OF RESISTANCE AND SURVIVAL IN SOUTH LEBANON (UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA PRESS, 2022), DRAWS ON LONG-TERM FIELDWORK IN
FRONTLINE VILLAGES ALONG LEBANON'S SOUTHERN BORDER TO EXPLORE
HOW WAR SHAPES NOT ONLY DEATH AND DESTRUCTION BUT ALSO THE
EVERYDAY ENVIRONMENT OF LIVING. SHE IS NOW WRITING A SECOND
BOOK, HEART OF BLACK GOLD, WHICH USES HER MATERNAL
GRANDFATHER'S PERSONAL ARCHIVE —HE WAS AMONG ARAMCO'S FIRST
ARABIAN EMPLOYEES—TO EXAMINE HOW OIL'S EXTRACTIVE
INFRASTRUCTURES HAVE SHAPED LIVED ENVIRONMENTS IN SAUDI ARABIA.
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