ECOLOGIES OF PLEASURE

BONOBOS, Z00S, AND THE POLITICS OF
SEXUAL KNOWLEDGE

Why did bonobos become icons of sexual
pleasure? This lecture traces how the species
emerged as a key model for rethinking sexual

behavior and sociality. Although bonobos
SZCZYG I E LS KA were first distinguished fromn chimpanzees
through comparative anatomy in a Belgian

colonial museum in 1929, their scientific
significance shifted dramatically in the second
half of the twentieth century. Observations in
European zoos foregrounded the prominence

of sex in bonobo social life. Captivity thus

became a crucial site for theories separating

sex from reproduction and for the emergence
- - of the "queer zoo animals” phenomenon.

Following this history of a perverse sexual
economy, | ask how zoos have shaped what
scientists know about animal, and human,
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