
LIBERAL PEACEBUILDING AS VIOLENCE 
AGAINST ROMA AND TRAVELLERS

Text odstavce

Abstract: This workshop will explore the fundamental elements of liberal peacebuilding in relation to
Roma, drawing upon Iraq, Kosovo, and Northern Ireland as illustrative case studies. The narrow
definition of “peace” upon which liberal peacebuilding architecture is premised, fails to recognise
multiple forms of violence, whilst reinforcing stigmatization of Roma and Travellers as problematic,
defective citizens. This is particularly the case in post-conflict contexts where neoliberalism comprises
the ideological foundation of liberal peace, causing poverty to become increasingly ethnicized.
Building upon discussion about how liberal peacebuilding works to exclude Roma and Travellers from
development and peacebuilding processes, whilst simultaneously reinforcing their status as ‘Other’, this
workshop will open up conversation on considerations regarding Ukrainian Roma.
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This workshop is part of the project “Unequal citizenship and transnational mobilisation of Polish,
Czech, and Ukrainian Roma in the face of war in Ukraine” supported by the Czech Science Foundation,
registration no. 24-14388L. For more information about the workshop or the project email the co-
investigators: Martin Fotta (fotta@eu.cas.cz) and Markéta Hajská (marketa.hajska@ff.cuni.cz) or visit
https://rocit.pl.
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